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The Mineral Bureaun.

Mr. J. Blodget Brition, whose plan for the
cstablishment of a Bureau tor the exhibition
of minerals has been so favorably received
throughout the State, has recently been on a
visit to Richmond, where he was most kindly
met, and his project looked upon with great
favor. Gov. Kemper warmly endorses the
ides, and, it is believed, would have extended
substantial aid, if needed, out of some of the
anappropriated fundsin the Treasury, were it
pot for the fact that last winter the State Sen-
ate failed to pass the House bill, referred to by
bim in his letter to Mr. John 8. Barbour. But
State aid, fortunately, is not needed for the
present, at least. The Governor believes it to
be of vital importance to the peopls of the
State that its untold mioeral wealth should be
developed as dpeedily as possible, and in any
thing that may be done towards the promotion
of this end he will lend all the aid io his power
to forward it.

Geo. Mahooe, President of the Atlantic,
Misaissippi and Ohio Railroad Company, is al-
80 thoroughlty alive to the importance of the
project, and will favor it to the utmost of his
ability, The following is bis note to Mr, Brit-
ton :

ATLANTIC, Mi1ss. axD Oxio RarLroap Co.,
PxTErsBURG, Va., Aug. 7, 1875,

Dear Sir: I have read with interest your com-
munication to John 8. Barbour, esq., dated 30th
May, ult., and the plan ycu submit for the or-
ganization of s mineral bureau, whereby the
mineral resources of this State are to be hrought
systematically before the world.

The plen strikes me as a good one for the pur-
pose, and ought to concern every interest and
citizen of the Commonwealth and especially our
railways. This company will transport free of
charge over its line any matter for this proposed
bureau, and otherwise aid in the promotion of
its objects, Yours respectfully,

‘W, MAHONE, President.
To J. Blodget Britton, esq., Philadelphia, Pa.

Mr. Britton will again visit this city in &
short time, when, aided by the city authorities
aud President Barbour, of the Virginia Mid-
land road, who has taken such ao active inter-
est in the developmeat of the mineral wealth
of the State,he will endcavor to put the Bureau
into practical operationat once.

It is desirable that Mr. Britton should at
first conduct the Bureau in the wsy that may
seem best to him, as all have perfect confidence
in his ability and uprightness, and an assurance
that he will try to make it a substantial benefit
and credit to the State,

The railroad companies will have much to do
in the solid establishment of the Bureau, the
main object of which will be the collesting and
making koowa to the public at large of full,
thorough and reliable information of Virginia’s
resouroes, with a view to the erection of per-
manent home jndustries, and it will not only be
a museum but a large cabinet, scientifically ar-
ranged, and be a practical worker in carrying
out the purposes of its originators. It will
be entirely free from the taint of speculation,
and any idea that it is to be in any sense a pri-
vate eoterprise, for private gain,may be wholly
discarded. Of course, the railroad companies
in giving it their aid, pecuoiarily and other-
wise look forimportant gains in an increased car-
ryiog trade that must follow the success of the
plan, but apart from this it is to be an institu-
tion for the benefit of all alike, sod the rules
for its governmens will be drawn especially to
that end. Any and all important information
looking to the consummation of the purpose had
in view should be given to the public, and the
press of the State will, doubtless, take pleasure
iu disseminating all such. We hope, in a very
short time, to be able to cbronicle what we are
sure will be most agreeable intelligence to all,
that the Bureau has beean establisbed in Alex-
andria.

Xoterest in the establishment of the proposed
Bureau is not coofined to within the State, ss
the following letter will show ;

‘Wasmixatox, D. C., August 10, 1875,
Editor Alezandria Gazetle :

Dear Sir: Having read in the Richmond Whig
a letter from the Hon. J.S. Barbour to you on
the subject of a *‘proposed exhibition of ores,” I
desire to say that, some yearseince, I was an
assistant inspector of ordnance for the navy, and
during that time I assisted to inspect almost all
the guns and shot that was made for the navy.
1 visited Richmond, Boston, Cold Spring, New
York, Pittsburg, Penn., and the iron mines op
the Tennessee river. It is but just to say that,
a8 far as my knowledge extends, the bestiron
in America is obtained from the mines in Rock-
bridge county, Virginia, and next to that is the
Tennessee iron. I was also a membor of & board
of officers and others,s0me yearsago,appointed to
test the quality of coal from the different mines
of this country. The board met at the Wash-
ington Navy Yard, and for the information of
those whom it may concern, I must say that the
beat coal in the world for welding chain cables,
and for forging large anchors, &c., is the soft
cosl of Virginia.

Respectfully, yeur ob’t. servant,
E. B. BourwgLL, late of the Navy.

THE AcCCIDENS AT THE BIG BFND 1 UNNEL.
1ne accident at the Big Bend Tunpel on the
C. & 0. R. R, gear Hianton, by which Mr.
Jobn Roadeap, fireman, was killed and Mr.
Joho Q. A. Wilkins,the engioeer, had his arm
broken io two places and was otherwise ivjuted,
was noticed in yesterday’s Gazette. We learn
from the Richmond papers that the cause of
the aocident was the breakiog of & canal over
the tunnel, by whioh the waters of a considera-
ble stream were diverted to protect the tunnel,
This canal was repaired, and to guard against
a recurrenoe of such breaks & forco was put to
work to strengthen and deepenit. But it seems
that duriog the short time it was out of control
it bad effected iojury which has resulted in
quite a serions acoident. Oo Monday, as an
extra freight train bound west, was passing

through the tunnel,the engineer,J. Q. A. Wil-
kins, discovered a large rock which, !ouscned
by the action of the water, had fallen from the
roof of the tunoel. Ubofortunately the large
pumber of trains engaged in brioging forward
the freight delayed by the late slide had so
filled the tuonel with smoke that the discovery
was made too late, and despite the exertions of
the engineer to stop his train the engine struck
the rock, and, leaviog the track, carried away
a portion of the timbers by whieh the roof is
sustained and allowed a quantity of rock to fall
on the engine and tender, killiog the firemao,
Mr, Joho Roadcap, who resided near Goshen
depot, and breaking the arm of the engineer in
two places. A large force was immediately
put to work to clear the track, and carpenters
were promptly ordered up to replace the tim-
ber, and the road is nowin order from Rich-
mond to Huotingtoo,

President Wickham publishes a rpote cor-
recting exaggerated statements of the accident,
in which he says : —*" A freight train going west

rao against & rock which must have fallen a
moment before, as another freight traio had
just passed through in advance of the one that
struck the rock, This threw off the engine,
which struck and koocked out of place a few
bents of the supportiog timbers. The fireman
was killed and the engineer injured, The cars
that made up the traio have all been brought
out, but as the engine was thrown entirely off
the track, and as the space to work in is very
limited, it will takesome time to get it on agsin.
Traios will pass through, however, to-morrow
—(to-day.)

As sanoounced in yesterday's Gazette, ex-
Gov. Wm. A. Graham, of North Carolina, died
ot organic disease of the heart at Congress Hall,
Saratoga, yesterday morning, at six o'clock.
He arrived at Saratoga about three weeks ago
to meet in conference with the membersof' the
Maryland and Virginia boundary commission.
Mr. Graham was born in Lincolo county, N,
C., September 5, 1804, and was at the time of
his death in his sevonty-first year. He was
trained to the law, and in 1833 entered public
life as a member of the lower branch of the
State Legislature,of which he was several times
elected Speaker. He represented North Caro-
lina in the United States Senate between 1841
and 1843, and from Jaouary, 1845, to Jaouary,
1849, occupied the position of Governor of the
State. Upon the accession of Mr. Fillmore to
the Presidential chair he received- the appoiat-
ment of Secretary of the Navy, an office which
he filled uctil June, 1852, when he tendered
his resignation to accept the nomioation of the
Vice Presideocy on the ticket with Gen. Scott
for the Presidency. Of late years he had been
out of public life. When the Maryland and
Virgioia Boundary Commission was formed
Mr. Grabam became one of its members. The
news of bisdeath was received with deep sorrow
in his pative State, and at Raleigh the flag on
the capitol was placed at half-mast, and the
Governor has called a meetiog of citizens to ap-
point a guard of honor to meet the remains at
Weldon, The remains will lic in state in the
Senate chamber to-morrow evening, and be
buried at his howe in Hillsboro’ on Saturday.

The Pesi master General has entered into an
agreement with the agents of the Qcecidental
and Oriental Steamship Compaoy for the traps-
portation of the mails between San Francisco,
China end Japan, the sea postage on the mails
to be received as full compensation for the ser-
vice, which will not exceed five hundred dollars
per month, and possibly not over five thousaud
dollars per annum,

A dog law having been provided for Augusta
county, Va,, sheep husbandry gives indications
of revival, From a return to the House of
Commouos just issued it appeared that in the
last ten years as many as 44,025 sheep were
killed by dogs in Ireland. The largest oumber
was last year, when 7,442 were killed,

Halleck and Brown, conmected with the
Treasury robbery, were taken before a police
justice in Washiogton, yesterday, and plead
not guilty to the charge preferred. Both were
committed for a further bearing. Ottoman is
also in confinement.

The latest authentie reports from the North
Carolina clection show that the election has
gone sixty Democrats to fifty-nine Republicans
and one Independent Democrat. Sixty-one is
necessary to a majority.

The Mereaatile S‘h_i';;;;i_ngmBill:‘drawn up by
Sir Charles Adderley after Mr., Plimsoll's de-
monstration and passed by the British House

of Commons, has finally passed the House of
Lords.

Judge Westbrook, of New York has denied
the motion to relieve from notice of lis pendens
in the Tweed caso the real estate claimed to be

the property ot Edelstein, former law partoer
of Wm. M. Tweed, jr.

The fire of the Alfoosist batteries exploded a
magazine in the citadel of Seo de Urgel on
Tuesday. Further supplies of beavy ordoance
and siege material have been received by the
Altonsist forces.

VIRGINIA NEWS,

Attorney Greoeral Daniel bas given his opio-
ion that the act providing that felonies shall be

tried io the county court **is prospective, and
does oot apply to prosecutions which were
pending io the circuit court when it went into
operation. Such cases must remain and be
tried in the circuit court as if the new law bad
never been passed, "’

A destructive hail storm visited the Eastern
Sbore on Saturday night, the hail stones be-

ing large enough to break the windows in the
dwellings, break down the corn, beat down the
peach trees, and do other serious damsge to
the crops and fruits, besides damaging the
fences, residences, &o., near Bastville, and ad-
joining places,

Oo Tuesday evening six cars of a freight
train were throwa from the track, near Gor-
dousville, caused by a negro boy taking up Big
nals which had been placed on the track by
the sectionmaster, where a rail had been taken
up. Nooe of the cars were so badly damaged
* 4 to prevent their being replaced on the track,
and the trains proceeded. No one was hurt.

Wm. Hall, the only one of the escaped Vir
ginia negro conviets not heretofore recaptured,
was found yesterday io the bushes, about two
miles from Richmond. He had one leg broken,
which was done in serling the penitentiary wall,
and was pearly starved. Parties finding him
were attracted by his groans,

The dead body of Mr. George B. Norman,
who lived near Richland, in Stafford county,
was found pear there last Monday, with a load
of shot in his breast. It is supposed he shot
himself accidentally, while hun'ing.

The Winchester Times says: *‘The corn
crop 1o this county will be as zood a8 any we
bave had sioee the war, and fortunately an un-

rsually large area was planted. ™ 3

NEWS OF THE DAY.
"Iy show the very age and body of the Times."

A tramp yesterday eotered a house on the
principal strcet of Thomaston, Me., and a
young lady who was present becoming frighten-
ed, ran up stairs, followed by the daring scoun-
drel, who drew a pistol, aod afier threateoiog
to shoot her if she made soy outery, gagged
and bound ber. He then proceeded to scarch
the house, and after securing a gold wateh and
chain and some other valuables, left without
being detected.

The ecitation commandiog the officers of the
Central Pacific Railroad Cowpany to produce
the defaulter and bigamist, Woodruff, before
the Twelfth Distriet Court, at San Fraocisco,
was dismissed yesterday, It is stated that the
railroad company in settling with Woodruff al-
lowed bim to retain sufficicnt to make him
comfortable for life, and that he left on the
China steamer on the 2d inst.

Owiog to some informality io the surety bonds
of W. O. Avery, late Chief Clerk of the Trea-
sury, indioted io the Uoited States District
Court at 8t. Louis for complicity with the
whiskey riog, they were rejecied by the Court,
and will be sent back to Washiogton for oor-
rection. Avery has entered into personal re-
cognizance to appear from day to day.

That portion of the Texas and Pacific Rail-
road lying between Marshall and the boundary
line dividing Tegas from Louisiana, from Mar-
shall to ‘I'cxarkaoa, Arkansas, aod from Sher-
man to Brookstown, Texas, has been accepted
by the Government cn the recommendation of
Commissiover Isaac H. Stargoon.

Dion Boucicault was arrested yesterday in
New York, as he was about to sail for Europe,
at the instance of Robert McWade, who has
instituted suit agaisst him for libel growing out
of the “'‘Shaughraun” controversy. Bail was
procured, and Mr. Boucicault departed vo his
voyage.

Io Philadelphia last nignt, J. Schidt, while
drunk, cut his wife's throat with a cheese knife
aod then broke her arm with the handle of the
koife. Her wounds are considered dangerous,
He was urrested. He had just returned from
Germauy and has always borue a good charac-
ter.

The St. Louis Globe Democrat says that
some twelve families have been compelled to
leave Williamson couoty, Illinois, within the
past week by the outlaws who rale that county,
and maoy others arc arranging their affairs
preparatory to leaving,

It s said that ooe of the murderers of the
notorious Tom MeGehan, who was assassin:
ated at Hamilton, Obio, sometime sioce, has
becn arrested at Luporte, Ind., and awaits the
requigition of the Governor of Qhio.

Joho D. Lee, the leader ot the Mountain
Meadow massacre, is on his way from Beaver
to Salt Luke, in charge of an United State mar-
shal, for incarceration at Camp Douglas, uatil
his next trial,

A torpado of extraordicary volume swept
over Philadclphia yesterday, unroofing houses
and doing other damage. No person was seri-
vusly injured,

The Mississippi continued to rise at Mem-
phis yesterday. Several plantations below are
already submerged, and us the river cootioues
to rise much alarm is felt,

Advices reccived at the Bureau of Statistics
from Chioa show that twenty-four willion
pounds of tea were exported from Hankow dur-
ing the first fornight of the new season.

The bark Herman Becker, from Jamaica,
has put into Key West with the captain and &
portion of the crew sick with yellow fever. Ooe
death had occurred on board,

The State Street Savings Bank, of Chicago,
has made ap assignment for the benefit of its
depositors. Its deposits are §37,000, while its
available assets arc only about £7,000.

Some of the officials of the Baltimore and
Ohio and Peucsylvauia roads were in consulta-
tion in Baltimore yesterday, in regard to what
action should be adopted in view of the advance
of the ratcs on Western bound freight on the
New York Central and Erie roads, and it was
decided to slightly raise the figures from Balti-
more to Chicago, but to keep them below the
new 1ates of the Noew York roads, It isstated
that the utmost harmooy now prevails between

the Peoosylvania and the Baltimore and Ohio
¢ompanies,

COMMERCIAL.
ALEXANDRIA MaRrkET, August 12.—Wheat
is more active, and the market is firmer; offer-
gngs of 2990 bushels, with sales of white at 137
and 1560 for good to choice, and red at 100 for
inferior, 125, 135, 137, 140, 141, 143 and 145, lat-
ter for prime, Corn is quiet and unchanged;
offerings of 1370 bushels, with sales of mixed at
70 and 80, and yellow at 80. Oats less firm, and
prices are off; sules st 55, with offerings of 258
bushels. '

PORT OF ALEXANDRIA, 4UG UST12,

Sun 1086.....urrerrn.d 12 | MoOD 5615, 0 28
Sun sets ...............6 56 { High water......... 0
ARRIVED,

Steamer Express, Baltimore, to Broders & Co,
She reports passing no coasters in the river,
bound up, but that the river schooner Urbanna,
with & cargo of wheat from St, Mury's county,
consigned to Mr. Waters, of Georgotown, is
ashore at Cobb Point, with a lighter alongside.

Schr J P H Langrell, Philadelphis, to W A
Smoot.

Schr Southshore, Boston, to American Coal
Company.

) Sf.hr B C Terry, Philadelphia, for Wash-
ington.

Schr John Middleton, jr., Philadeiphia, for
Washington,

Schr N H Skinner, for Washington.

BAILED.

Steamer Lady of the Lake, Norfolk, by F A
Reead.

Schr DoMorey Gray, Providencs, by Ameri-
can Coal Co.

Schrs Wm Jones and Kate D Turner, from
Georgetown,

MEMORANDA,

Sehr Twilight, hence, at New Haven 9th.

Schr Arago, hence, at Norfolk 10th.

Schr A B Fields, hence, at Richmond 11th.

Schrs Addie Blaiedsll, Boston, and J T
Weaver, Pruvidoncs, sailed from Dslaware
Breakwater 8th for this port.

Schr Ida Birdsall, for this port, sailed from
Neow London to-day.

CANAL COMMNERCE.,

Arrived—Boats Wm Morehead, to Wm A
Smoot; J R Couzen, to Consolidstion Coal Co;
M D Corse, R Bender, S S Howison, A J Akin,
H O Clasughton, J W Morris, J Moore, 8
Henry, H Delificld and Msjor E L Moore, to
American Coal Co.

Departed—>tr Alpha, boats C Clifton, Ameri-
can lagér WJB Ll{?d. J H Stickney, J R
Cruzen, VL Spnﬁ. C Hunter, M I; Corse,
R Bender and W Morehead, for Cumberland.,

-ﬂ B E}}-‘"ﬂ b.

OFFIUE VIRGINIA TELEGRAPH CO.,
' ... . Alexundria, Va., July 27, 1875.
There will be s special meeting of the stock-
bolders of this company, at their office, in this
iy, on TUESDAY, the 17th day of August,
(proximo) at 12 o'clock m.
_8ug 3-td ROBT. BEVERLEY, Pres't.

WORSTED DRESS FRINGES.

Received this day, per ex ress, twent,
pieces of Caterpillar Fringes, in a?ll shades, a,;.

twenty-five conts pur yard, at
ap 24

C. C. BERRY'S.

Meeting of the Board of Aldermen.
A called meetiog of the Board of Aldermen
was beld last night. Notwithstanding the io-
olecment weather prevailing, all the members
but two—both of whom were out of the city—
were present. Three or four spectaturs only
sat on the benches without the bar,

A communication of the Mayor, with refer-
ence to the establishment of a miucral bureau

in this city, aod the resolation providing for
the same, adopted by the Common Council the
previous night, having beeo read,

Dr. Johoson said the whole affair smacked
largely of the ridiculous. It it was the desire
of the Magyor to have a place for the exhibition
of minerals why let bim set up a case in his
office, or in either of the chambers of the City
Couneil, at a cost of $5; but talking about min-
eral bureaus was pucrile and chemerical and
only excited laughter—a bureau with five or
six speciments of iron and three or four of coal
—the thing was absurd, and he couldo’t give
his approbation to any such nonscnse; and why
the Mayor should be bothering us with such
stuff be coulda't understand. It was bat an-
other one of the foolish schemes with which
we have been s0 long deluding ourselves—we,
like Micawber,waitiog for sowethiog to turu up.
Something like the iron furnace projeot of a
year or 80 ago, when the man who would have
boen more bencfitted by such a furnace than
any one else in the city, talked abuut some one
outside of the eity subscribiog for a large share
of the stock, but pever suid a word about tak-
ing apy himselt, The bureau, if established,
would be vastly inferior to wany private collee-
tions of minerals in the State.

Mr. Neale said that he saw oothing ridicu-
lous in the resolution passed by the Common
Council at its last meeting. In*regard to the
organizatioo of a company for the parpose of
eswablishieg an iron furasee in Alexandria the
member from the Third Ward was mistaken as
to the reason that led to the abandonmeat of
the scheme, Ore, beyond all doubt, could have
been found suitable to have been used in the
manufacture of iron, but what led to the relin-
quishment of the idea of forming a compauy
was the unusual and long cootinued depression
in the price of iron. Lt was thought upon con-
sultation that until the effeets of the panic wore
off und (he ircn interest revived it would be uo-
wise and upsafe to start the new epterprise.
Had it been deemed prudent by the committee
(of which the speaker was a member) to have
orgaoized the company, no trouble was antici-
pated iu securiog subscriptions for the requisite
amount of stock necded to build the works and
to put the company into suceesstul operation.
As to the resolution under consideration,it was
eminently proper it should be passed by the
Board ot Aldermen. The purpose of the reso-
lution was to provide a suitable room and ap-
purtenauces where could be placed upon cxhi-
bition specimens of the various wineral deposits
of Virgioia. If the object of the resolution was
ridiculous it was straonge that the Cowmoo
Council of the city of Lynchburg, composed of
some of the oldest business men in the State,
should have passed a resolution having the
same end in view. Sceing the advantages that
wou'd acerue to their city they had instructed
a correspondence to be opeoed with Mr. Bar-
bour and Gen. Mahone, hoping thut they wight
induce those gentlemen to favor the establish-
ment of the burean there, He trusted that tho
Common Council of Alexandria would not be
less sugacious. Haviog the specimens upen
exhibition here would have the effect ot indue-
ing the large number of persons who were seck-
ing iovestments in mineral lands to visit us.
Their visit would peoessarily cause them to
spend mooey, aud the spendiog of the money
would be of beoefit to our community. The
plan suggested by Dr. Johoson—that the spe-
cimens should be placed upon exhibition in the
Mayor's office—was oot practicable. The Mayor
was a public officer; his office was generally filled
with people, und geotlemen from a distance
would be uowilliog to subject themselves to the
annoyance of examining and passiog upon the
value of specimens surrounded by a crowd talk-
ing upon entircly differcnt subjects. Lven sup-
posiog the Mayor’s office to be entirely private,
the size of the room would be inadequate for
the proper exhibition of the specimzps. A
room sbould be provided with every couveni-
ence, where the specimens could be advantage-
ously placed. The sum named io the resolu-
tion is oot too much to carry out the objeot de-
gired, and the resolution would therefore re-
ceive his support.

Dr. Johoson ssid be had long sivee learned
to scparate faucy from reality, but had no ob-
jection to five spun plans, provided they did
oot cost anything. He did not want to say
what his chemioal knowledge taught hiwm, anu
that is that workiog iron 1o Virgioia will never
pay. Coal will pay, bul to talk of establishing
iron works is all nonscnse, for it can't be done
for seveoly-five years. Still, if people are
foolish enough to come here and put their
woney ioto such works, let them do so, but
maoufactured iroo can be bought here three or
four cents & pound checaper than it ean be
wade. The idea advauced by the gentleman
from the 4th Ward, about cowpeting with
Lynchburg, was preposterous. 1f we have suoch
a bureau we must have in cbarge of it a skill-
ful and competent geolegist and mineralogist,
who will be able to analyze the specimens, and
tell the difference between iron and the sul-
phuret of iron, and for such an one a liberal
salary would have to be paid, as professional
gentlemen didn't adopt the theory of the Com-
mon Council that good officers could be gotten
for small salaries—a first-olass engioeer, for in
stance, at $50 a year.

Mr. McKeozie said the thing that troubled
bim was tbhe small amount ($200) appropri-
ated by the resolution. His idea of the bureau
was that numerous large sized specimens would
be sent to it from all parts of the State, and
that all parties interested in developing the
mineral resources of Virginia would be invited
here to look at them, and that the collection
would be sent to the Centennial exhibition at
Pailadelphia. He was fearfal when Mr. Brit-
ton was here last week of the rivalry of Rich-
mond, which has so many more railroad con-
nections, but thought Alexandria was the bet-
ter place. It would require a large room for
the exhibition of the minerals, for he bad on
the way here now, from Western Virginia, a
pumerous lot of specimens, and he feared the
cost of the room and of keeping it open. A
person to take charge of it must be provided,
but he didn't thiok therc would be much
trouble about that, for hardly had the notice
of the proposed establishment appeared in the
Gazette before there were many applicants for
the position, He believed iron could be made
in Virginia for $48 per ton, but the great diff-
oulty was the want of capital in the State ty
suceessfully compete with more Northern man-
ufactories. The mere transportation of the
ores, however, would be a valuable considera-
tion,

Mr. Jaooey said all that was wanted was a
large room, which he understood could be fitted
up for the desired purpose for $150—the rail-
road company would supply the man to attend
to 1t.

The vote on concurriog with the action of
the Common Council was then taken, and re-
sulted affirmatively, Dr. Johnson being the
oaly no.

A resolution adopted by the Common Coun-
cil, directing the Superiotendent of Police to
improyve Cameron street, between Washingtouw
and Columbus, haviog been read,

Dr. Johoson said he was tired of having
such work done by the Suporintendent of Po-
lice. Work done by him geoerally costs twice
as much as if puc out by contract—tl e proper
method—and if this was done by him, instead
of the property-owners being compelled to pay
their share, it was probable that Counecil would
have to pay the whole of the expense—Christ

Church would certainly refuse to pay its share,
aod there is no law for making it pay.—

.provement.

It would be better to bave the work done by
contract; but if pot that way, why let each
property owoer have his own work done in his
own way—usiog stooe, wood or brick, or no
materisl at all, as he might choose, for Coua-
cil would have wo right to make bim buy stone
curb when wood would do as well. The man-
per in which such work has been dome hereto-
fore mukes it almost the sole duty of one Com-
mittee on Streets or ooe Couneil to correct the
mistakes and do over again the work of its pre-
decessor. The Superintendent of Police knows
unthing about gradiog or fixing lives, and the
only thing that can be done with work done by
Incompetent men is to do it over again.
[f the improvement is to be made in the
way indicated by the resolation, he fore-
warned Council that the money forit would
come out of the city treasury. There
15 a vacant lot on the street—what sort of work
%ould 118 owaer choose to have done on it?
Perhaps he would not be in a condition to pay
80 cents a fogt for stone curbing. The work
now proposed to be done could bave been cow-
pleted a year ago for $12, and ke, the speaker,
bad, at that time, introduced a resolution or.
dering it to be dooe. The resolution passed
this Buard but was laid oo the table in the
Common Couneil chamber, and to do it now
would probably cost two_hundred dollars. So
we go, le_am;ng‘ nothiog by experience, but the
cowmupity 1osists that the Superintendent of
Police shall stop his extravagaut way of spend-
iog money, .

Mr. Downbam hoped the action of the Com-
won Council would be concurred in. He d'd
oot thiuk the work would cost two or three | Jo-
dred dollars, vor did he think that the Supe.
inteadert of Police, nor the Committee on
Streets would spend any more money than was
absolutely required.  The work ought certainly
to be done, for people, who,in these dull times,
bu:ht bouscs certainly deserved to be encour-
aged, :

Dr. Joknson said he did not object to the
work, but waoted it done properly and perwa-
oeotly. The mere gradiog of the street was a
smail matter, but it would leave the street a
wire, wheo, if put out by contract, Macadam-
ized with the stooe now oo the lot, it would be
apermanent improvement. Mr, Fraoeis,under
the resolution, would probably pave his side
walk, but would the other property holders ?

The vote was then taken aod the action of
the Common Council was coneurred in,

A resolution authoriziog the laying of a
trunk on Priucess street, at a cost not to cxeeed
$500, between Pitt and Roval, adopted by the
Comwmon Couoeil, wus vext read.

Dr. Joloson said that both his. ¢xperience
and cdueation would compel him to object to
any such plan, It would be going frowm bad o
worse. It was but auother sample of the way
1o which watters of the snrt had been hereto-
fore conduvted—the blind leading the bliod,and
was werely an effort to cover up a bluoder of
the Committee on Streets cowmitted a fow
years ago. Il we want the services of alawyer,
doctor or shocmaker we go to persons who
pursuc those avocations. Why oot then when
we need the services of a surveyor go to one ?
All wen who koow anything koow that fluids
despise acute eurves, aod the idea of making
an acute curve at Pitt street, and apother ope
at Royal, for the conveyance of the large
body of water that flowed dowa vorth Pit.
street was absurd, The water would daw up
ut the interseetion of Pitt snd Prineess, and
shoot beyond the bulkhead of the truok, and
fiud its way to the river by another route—ut-
mospheric pressare would make it do so. The
only two ways for the water to be run off were
to let the trunk be exteoded vut Pitt street to
the point at which the water has been ruuping
out fur forty years, or to extend the cobble
stone puvement of Pite street, with a gutter in
the middle, to the same point ; $500 would not
do the work proposed by the resolution, but
$1.000 would pavenorth Pitt street and make
1t the safe conduit of all the wator that ran dowo
it. But, said he, do as you please, there is
plenty of money 1o the treasury. Thé sum ap-
propriated for street improvements will sooo
be fritted away. See what has been done with
St. Asaph street.  Better let things alone thau
halt do them.

Mr. Moore said this matter of draining
Priucess street had beeo before Couneil for the
last two years, and if sumetbiog waso't specdily
done, all the houses on the street, between Pit.
and Royal, would be washed away. In his opin-
o the Committee oo Strects, who bad prepar-
ed the resolution, had reported the best and
the easivst way to answer the purpose. The
water that ran out Pitt street would have to
turo to reach the river, and it way as well turu
at Princess street as further vorth, and he was
satisticd the work proposed could be done
for $500.

Dr. Johaosoo said there was no use in insist-

ing upoo the right. Aoy mao who kad ever
walked ten feet knew ‘that to cut seross was
shorter thun to go all the way around, and why
350 fect of travk should be preferred to 150
when the larter would answer, he could nut
tell.  He insisted that $500 would net pay for
the proposed oaken trunk—a pine truok woald
cost #1 a foot; but why use oak when pine
would do as well if oot better ? All cugiueers
know that pinc, with a heart, would last longer
in the ground thao oak. It was no interest to
him personaily how the improvement was to
be made, but he protested against the continu.
ation of the olunders that have heretofore beer
wade in the street improvements,
. Mr. McKebzie said the gentleman seemed to
imagioe that contract work was the care of all
cvils, but such was ot the case, at least in the
expericoee of the City Council. 1e,the speaker,
was sorry this meeting had been called, He
hoped and thought that when the summer re
cess was taken it was until Qctober so that the
drawing of mooey out of the treasury could b
stopped tor a while, at least, Hv wished the
geatleman was a member of the Committee on
Streets, but we doo’t gaiuv anythiug by puttiog
work out to contract, as a compurison of the
work dooe in Fayette alley, and on Prince
street will show. He did thiok, however, that
Mr. Hughes, the chairman of the Committee
oo Streets, was 100 anxious to spend the city's
money oo the streets, and was extravagant in
his expenditures,

Mr. Dowoham said he was a member of the
Commitiee on Streets,but being out of the city,
was not present when they prepared the resolu-
tion now under consideration. He would say
that the truok plan was the plan be would
have ftavorcd, aod if we had a thousand
dollars to spare he would vote for paving
vorth Pitt street, but we did’ot have that
sum, aud somcthiog must be done with the
street immediately if we waot to avoid suits
for damages. He had confidenec in the com-
mittee, of which he was a member, and
would support the plan adopted by them as
the best that could be done under the circum-
stances.

Mr. McKeuzie said he boped the members
of the committees would all attend the meet-
iogs of their respective committees, and pot
leave one or two men to prepare the reports.
He had supposed that the proposed work was
recommended by the whole committee,

Dr. Johoson said that twelve mooths ago he
had iotroduced a resolution,whkich was adopted
io this Board, Providing for the proposed iw-

Whea it was sent to the Common
Counpcil Mr. Eichberg, a mewber of that illus-
trivus body, voted to lay it oo the table, but
now, because he is goiog to live on that street,
h: wants the work done immediately, and at
public expease. Mr. McKeozie, too, with
doubt in his mind about the correctness ot the
pronosed plan, and having just said that the
chalrmao of the Committee on Streets spends
too much money, still is willing to adopt it.
Why don’t he stick avd refuse to couotenance
any such scheme, He, the speaker, would pro-
test against such poliey, and the people would
sustain him. He was grieved and mortified to
see members governed by such selfish motives.

Aund are such fellows golog to make a catspaw

- —
and tool of me? Nosir. The work iy is said
must be dene at oace. Haste is the wors: of
taskmasters. Things done in haste are repent-
ed of in leisure. He was not willing to let the
chairmau of the Committec on Streets buy this
lumber.  Ouce befure, three weeks previous to
the making of a public contract, a member of
the committee had made a private contract
with a private lumber dealer for lumber to be
charged for at an iocreased price. He made
this charge and he could proveit. He never
made charges that he couldo’t proye. The
work should be given out by contruct to the
mechauics of the eity, all of whom should haye
a chance atit.  With the city as prostrated as
at present, It was shameful o be runniog it to
this unnecessary und extravagant expense, He
would oot say now what he knew about a defi.
ciency of from tweowy-five to thirty thousaud
dollars that would occur in this year's revenue,

Mr. Downham said ke was sorry to hear the
gentleman talk so about members of the Coun-
oi, and especially sorry to hear bim imjpugn
the motives of members of the comumittee of
which he, the speaker, was a member, and
which he felt assured were as pure as those
which actuated their acouser.

Mr. Mcore said that his experience with
Couucil's contract work was that it cost abuut
twice as much as similar work done by the Su-
perintendent of Police, and was not done half
as well.  He recollected distinctly an instance
in which contract work cost $300, when a simi-
lar jub dowe by the Superinteudent of Poliec gost
$30. Dr.Johnson wasa member of the Commit-
tee on Streets [ast year, and was then always
willing to turn everythivg over to the Board of
Puablie Woiks. It he did anythiog, it was that
work oo St. Asaph street.

Dr, Johoson said the gentleman had made
that assertion before, and Le, the speaker, had
oow nothiug else to do but prooounce the state-
meant false, He bad oothing mure to do with
the present condition of St, Asaph street thun
the gentleman from the 1st Ward.

Mr. Neale said that as Mr. Dowabam had
not beeu present at the meeting of the com-
wittee which hed prepared the resolution, as
Mr. Swoot, the other member of that commit-
tee from this Board wus absent, aod as Dr.
Johnson had examined the matter and was op-
.pused to the plan recommended, he would
move to lay the resslution over till the next
meetiog. .

Mr. Moore said Mr. Smoot approved the
plan,as did also Mr. Broders, the mewber tiom
the other Board.

Mr. McKeuzie seconded the wotion to liy
over, and 1L was carried.

Mr. Moore asked what had become of a pe-
tition of suondry residents of St. Asaph street
for tearing up the track of the railroad on that
strect,

Di. Juhoson said it had beco referred to the
Corporation Attorney, who would examione and
Teport upoo it us soou ay his hiewlth—uow fee-
ble—would permit.

A resolution adopted by the Comwmon Counn-
cil, appropriatiog $30 for the payment of a lull

Kiug aud Washiogton sireets, beiog read,

Dr. Johnson said consisteocy was a jewel
rarely fouod in weo, aud wheo wuod was bigh-
ly prized. The Common Council » short time
ax0 must always know when m.ucy was paid
whether the work for whieh 1t was due bad
been ordered by the Couscil. Duriug that con-
scientious period many people oo north it
street were uuable L procure water unless they
agreed to purchase their groceries from a man
who had o puwp 1w b yaed, He, the speaker,
in the emergency, had o well dug for theis ae-
commodation, they psying $3 ol the cost there-
of.  The bill for the remaioder—aad the work
w i dowe by contraci--with accompasying
vouchers, was scot to the Common Couneil,
who laid it oo the table ou the pretenee that
the work had vot been authorz d. The work
bencfitted waoy people; there was po doubt
about the ¢urrectoess ol tie biil aud che saviug
of the $3, which had bees paid by those who
used the water, and yet that bill was rejected,
and this vue, though uo wore suthorized than
that, paid without a aisseutiog voree. e was
in favor ol paying this il beeanse the mo-
chavic who did the work vught to have the
woney lor it, aud he ouly showed the ipeoosist-
cucy of the Commos Couucil to cxhibit to the
puuiic how the city fathers treat their ehildren,
'he work, buwever, should have been doge by
contract aod vot giveu by Me, Cifford wo aoy
voe hie fikes. The lsw says the work must be
given out that way, bu: Mr. Clilford don't obey
the law.

Mr. MK zie said he was sorry Conneil had
uol puid the bl refeired to by the gentlemau;
it should liave been paid, but 1 was thought
the work had pot been suthonzed.  As to the
present bill he did vot think rhe Comwittee on
.‘ilruu'ls or the Superintendent ol Police had
auy right to expend a larger sua than $20 with-
vut the consent ol Couneti, aud b woutd repeat
that the chatiwnu of tire Cowwittee oo Streets
wouid ruin this twu if'he 1s 0ot stopped io his
course of" exeessive aud exiravagaot expeundi-
ture,

The wition to non-cooeur was agreed to aud
the bill vrdered to be paid.

The report of the City Treasurer was aceept-
ed without debate, and the Board thep ad-
journed, Mr. MeKenzie oxpressivg the hope
that there would be no wore meetiogs till Oc
tuber.

A VIOLENT storm of rain and hatl, acecom-
pagied by ternfic thunder and lightoiog, pass-
~d over this vicivity last Friday evenivg. A
tenant house ou Geo, Juwes H. Curson’s place,
near Newtown, oocupied by Mr. Gruver, was
struck by lightving. My, Graver was reoder-
rd insensible by the shock, in which cooditiva
<he rewained for sowe hours, but was restored,
and pow appers to be as well a8 ever. Her
daughter was ulso slightly shocked. Traces of
the tightoiog are to be s'en in four roows, but
the damage did not uxceed five dollars, A
horse belougiog to Mr. Bevjamio Smith, uvear
Middletowa, was killed iu the pasture field.

The lightniog rod 0oa Mr. C. W. Anderson's
house on Potato Hill, proteoted it from damage,
receiving a discharge and couducting it barm-
less to the earth. A fence on the run below
Hollis's tapnery was struck aod somewhat
damuaged. — Winchester Times.

FISH, 9 ¥'STE &8, &¢.
YLAMS| CKABS!
YSTERS!

0

WATERMELONS and CANTELOPES!
Cun now be found at thestand of R. POLLLLPS,
on King street whart,

I ask the patronage of the citizons of Aloxan-
dria. Being near the river bosts, I can got sv-
erytning 1 uifor for sule FRESH. Orders de-
iivered to any part of the city.

aug €-1w R. PHILLIPS.

H. SMITH & CO.,
L ]
Wholessle and Retail Dealers in
ALL KINDS OF PRODUCE, FISII,
OFSTERS AND GAME,
FAIRFAX 5T. AND MARKKRET SPACE,
Would inform their friends and the public that
they have commenced the ubove business, snd
would be pleased to furnish them with anything
in their line. Having mude arrangements st
their house, on Murket space, by titting up ICE
OXES, we are prepured to furnish M ELONS,
FIsH and CLAMS from our ice buxes at all
hours of the day und nigkt, and all who fuvor
us with their trade can depend on getting them

fresh at all times.,
j¥ 2-2m W. H. SMITH & CO. _

WANTS. L=

ANTED—BUALKD i s nice, gouloul taii-

ily (religious fumily preferred) for thres
pursornis, grown—tather, wife and daughlter. Ad-
dress BOARDER, this office, or 13th and F sta.,
Washington, D. C. BUg '-_‘l-\:v_:
PERSONAL.

INFORMATIO'N IS WANTED OF THE
HEIRS OF THOS. UTLEY, whe wentto
Texas 1n or about thy yeur 1555 or 1836, [rom

Virginis. jy 12-u

for paving the sidewalk at the 1oterseetion of
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